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Buildings, Inner Temple, London, E. C, are : President, 
Lord Eeay, K. T.; vice-president, Professor Goudy, D. 
C. L. ; treasurer, Sir Graham Bower, K. C. M. G. ; Hon. 
secretaries, Hugh H. L. Bellot, D. C. L., and Malcolm 
Carter. The papers read before the society in the year 
1915 have been brought together in a volume of one 
hundred and four interesting pages, the introduction to 
which is written by Professor Goudy, Regius Professor 
of Civil Law, Oxford University. Among other things, 
Dr. Goudy says : 

"But the 'Grotius Society,' though British, is far from 
intending to discuss international questions from a purely 
British standpoint, or to support dogmas because they may 
be thought advantageous to British interests. Any such 
object, indeed, would be fatal to its usefulness and deprive 
it of all influence. Its intention is to treat all international 
questions in an absolutely independent spirit, endeavoring 
to discover the truth, whatever it may be ; to discuss all the 
doctrines of international law; to examine them in the 
light of the present war, and to suggest reforms based on 
humanity and justice wherever possible. It is the welfare 
of the commonwealth of nations, if one may use the expres- 
sion, not of anyone nation or group of nations ; that the soci- 
ety will seek to secure, for international law, if it is to have 
any enduring authority, must be based on the fundamental 
principles of human rights, and must give effect to the com- 
mon welfare of nations. All assertions of right arising 
from patriotism or 'my country before everything (uber 
alles)' must be swept aside as noxious hindrances to prog- 
ress." 



JOINING THE ISSUE 

Controversy over a fact, affirmed by one side and denied 
by another, is known in law as an "issue." Taking up the 
two sides respectively is called "joining the issue." A great 
need of the peace movement in the argument with its op- 
ponents is first to "join the issue." With this aim in view 
this department was started in our August number, and it is 
hoped that many of our readers will be stirred to add their 
wisdom to this process of "joining the issue." Any intelli 
gent contribution to the problem, if not too long, will be 
welcomed. — The Editor. 

Los Angeles, Cal., 

May 12, 1916. 
If this Government should say to Carranza and Obre- 
gon and other rulers, "We will hold you personally re- 
sponsible, the same as Villa, and subject to court-mar- 
tial, if you force us into war and cause the deaths of 
more of our citizens, it would have a peace-promoting 
effect. Won't you suggest this to Wilson and the press ? 

J. M. Eoss. 

New England Department of the 
American Peace Society, 
6 Beacon Street, Boston, Massachusetts, 

May 15, 1916. 
Dear Mr. Call : 

I thank you for sending me a copy of the new edition 
of William Ladd's essay. What a magnificent and abid- 
ing piece of work it is ! We must consider it our foun- 
dation, and rightly claim our place of importance in the 
peace movement of the world. 

Dr. Scott's introduction gives added value to the plan, 
as it shows the evolution of peace projects which were 
printed before the essay that Mr. Ladd prepared and its 
relation to this plan. Dr. Scott has done an excellent 
piece of work. 

Some time I should like to see a bust, portrait, or some 
suitable memorial to William Ladd placed in the Peace 
Palace at The Hague. Mr. Ladd, as I said in a bio- 



graphical sketch of him, deserves a place beside Grotius 
in the world's Hall of Fame. The agitation of such a 
plan at the proper time might also be useful in bringing 
public attention to the work of our Society, which later 
foundations and new associations have a tendency, I 
think undeservedly, to put into the background. 
Sincerely yours, 

James L. Tryon. 

To the Editor of the Advocate of Peace. 

Sir : I wish I might add my belief in the claim of the 
American Peace Society to "being the pioneer in the 
movement toward world peace, and the nucleus around 
which have rallied the world's greatest authorities upon 
international co-operation." 

Twenty years ago there was almost no literature to be 
found on the subject of peace, except that published by 
the American Peace Society. That society was so lim- 
ited by its poverty that a list of its books and pamphlets 
could be printed on one leaf of the Advocate. But 
the society pushed its way and opened up channels of 
communication wherever it could drive a wedge. 

I know that in Colorado, as far back as 1903, the 
American Peace Society, through the work of the W. C. 
T. XL, furnished literature to many of the schools and 
colleges of that State, and this before any educational 
measures were organized for peace work. A few years 
after, through this same influence, the State Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction sent out a call for the ob- 
servance of the 18th of May, which reached nearly every 
school in Colorado. Many teachers then awakened have 
continued faithful. 

The teachings of the American Peace Society have 
not been in vain, and its principles will yet prevail. It 
is a joy and inspiration to know, through the Advocate 
of Peace, that the former high ideals are not lowered, 
but advanced. 

Ruth H. Spray. 



PEACE AND WAR MEASURES BEFORE 
CONGRESS 

64th Congress, First Session 

(Legislation is introduced into either House of Congress, and bills 
or resolutions are numbered consecutively as filed. They are imme- 
diately referred to the appropriate committee, whose reports bring 
them to the originating Bouse for passage. The following abbre- 
viations are employed: 8., Senate Bill; H. R., House of Repre- 
sentatives Bill; J. Res., Joint Resolution; Con. Res., Concurrent 
Resolution; Res., Resolution; Rept., Report; bills approved by the 
President become statutes, public or private, and are numbered in 
the order of enactment.) 

Defense Establishment. 

Mr. Alexander of Missouri: A bill (H. R. 14671) to pro- 
vide for the training of officers for the merchant marine; 
to the Committee on the Merchant Marine and Fisheries. 

Mr. Brandegee of Connecticut: A bill (S. Res. 182) re- 
questing the Secretary of War to furnish Congress certain 
information relative to plans for improvement of the har- 
bors of the United States which will best provide adequate 
facilities for defensive operations of the fleet, etc.; to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Chamberlain of Oregon: A bill (S. 4876) to provide 
for an increase in the number of cadets at the United States 
Military Academy; to the Committee on Military Affairs; 
S. Rept. 265; debated; amended and passed Senate; re- 
ferred to House Committee on Military Affairs; H. Rept 
548; debated; amended, and passed House; Senate dis- 
agrees to House amendments, and asks for Conference; 
House insists on its amendments, and agrees to a Confer- 



